STILL AT IT                                        75

7. If another war were declared tomorrow, I could
not, with my present views about the existing Government,
assist it in any shape or form; on the contrary I should exert
myself to the utmost to induce others to withhold their assis-
tance and to do everything possible and consistent with
Ahimsa to bring about its defeat. _
Toung India, 8-3-1928                                  <*> ^rJj

 STILL AT IT

The autobiographical chapter dealing with my parti-
cipation in the last war* continues to puzzle friends and
critics. Here is one more letter:

"In Chapter 38, Part IV, of your Autobiography you, for
the first time, broached the question of your participation in the
war of 1914-1918.

Certain points troubled me, but I waited, anxiously hoping
to see the subject more fully developed in the next chapter, as
also probably by correspondence.

This has to some extent happened.  But still there are two
points which have not been elucidated to the extent I had hoped*
I am not writing to you with the idea that you are in the wrong,
but with the conviction that I have not been able to grasp your
full meaning; and as there must be many others in my position,
I am emboldened to ask of you the elucidation for which I long.
The first point is: What actually impelled you to participate
in the war? You say 'One of the three courses was open to me:
I could declare open resistance against the war and, in accordance
with the law of Satyagraha, boycott the Empire until it changed
its military policy; or I could seek imprisonment by civil dis-
obedience of such of its laws as were fit to be disobeyed; or I could
participate in the war on the side of the Empire and thereby acquire
the capacity and the fitness for resisting the violence of war.   I
lacked this capacity and fitness; so I thought there was nothing
for it but for me to serve in the war,'

* Chapter 10 in this volume.